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Journal Entry on the Gayle King controversy
The deaths of Kobe Bryant and his daughter were tragic and a significant loss to the basketball fraternity and the whole world. There was no better way to sum things up concerning the life and legacy of Kobe Bryant than to interview his close friend Lisa Leslie. Gayle was bold enough to hold the interview that other journalists had not done. The interview was about a wide range of issues and life of the fallen legend. As an interviewer, Gayle had all the right to ask those hard questions that other interviewers would not wish or even try to ask. King asked about the views of Leslie on the rape case that involved Kobe Bryant. She answered well, and this was just okay. She even asked media fraternity to now respect and rest the case forever. I think King was unjustly treated by the uproar of the people who took to social media to discredit her interview. Her words were taken out of context. This is due to the fact that she was not in any way condemning or judging Kobe, but she just wanted to know how Leslie viewed the whole case. To clear things up, Leslie actually responded very well and defended Kobe. Gayle did not in any way dismiss what Leslie had said concerning her longtime friend, Bryant. 

In an interview, people would understand and even interpret things in different ways. She can be understood in another way in that maybe she just wanted to clear any doubts concerning the rape assault leveled against Kobe. The alleged victim never justified, and this would mean that there was a problem. The case was thrown out, and even Kobe reached to her and settled everything outside the court. I think she was right to answer the questions as she did because she had an image and credibility to protect. If there is nothing to hide about an issue, why not just respond so that there is no doubt about what she had said or why she asked the questions she asked Leslie. She would not have been able to continue her career in journalism had she not responded to the people who had doubts about the interview. Those who had other interpretations learned that the interview had been approved by the media that she works for, and that is why it was aired. In fact, if there was something wrong about that particular part, it would not have been aired on television and social media. 
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